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New York Times Bestsellerâ€œFascinating.â€•â€”Menâ€™s Health, Best Beach Reads for Sports

FansOn the Origins of Sports is an illustrated book built around the original rules of 21 of the

worldâ€™s most popular sports, from football and soccer to wrestling and mixed martial arts. Never

before have the original rules for these sports coexisted in one volume. Brimming with history and

miscellany, it is the ultimate sports book for the thinking fan. Each sportâ€™s chapter includes a

short history, the sportâ€™s original rules, and a deeper look into an element of the sport, such as

the evolution of the baseball glove; sports with war roots; a compendium of sports balls; and iconic

sports trophies. Written by ESPN The Magazineâ€™s former editor in chief, Gary Belsky, and

executive editor, Neil Fine, and filled with period-style line drawings in a handsome package, On the

Origins of Sports is a book that sports fans and history buffs alike will want to display on their coffee

tables, showcase on their bookshelves, and treasure for generations.
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View larger              View larger              View larger              View larger           An in-depth,

entertaining look at 21 of the worldÃ¢Â€Â™s most popular sports, from football and soccer to

wrestling and mixed martial arts.       Each chapter includes the sportÃ¢Â€Â™s original rules, along

with the fascinating stories of how these rules came to be and how the game has changed over

time. Shown here: The Knickerbocker Base Ball Club Rules (from 1845).       Visual charts illustrate

everything from the relative sizes of our playing fields to iconic trophies and so much more. Shown

here: The evolution of the baseball glove.       Building beyond the history, authors Gary Belsky and



Neil Fine (former editor in chief and executive editor, respectively, of ESPN The Magazine), offer fun

trivia and insights into contemporary game play. Shown here: The five basic types of modern

baseball gloves.
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